PC control of a Watkins Johnson WJ-8712 (WJ8712) HF receiver
Carl McGowan - G0KPE October 2003


This is a program that I have written in Visual Basic to control a Watkins Johnson WJ-8712 HF receiver via an RS232 serial link.

Click here to see a screenshot

Features: 

· Detection mode selection - AM, FM, CW, USB, LSB, ISB

· Bandwidth selection - 300Hz, 1kHz, 3.2kHz, 6kHz, 16kHz ( note that BW is fixed at 3.2kHz for USB, LSB, and ISB)

· RF path - Normal, Attenuated, Preamplified

· Gain control - Slow AGC, Fast AGC, Manual RF gain

· CW Passband tuning control

· CW Beat Frequency Oscillator (BFO) control

· Noise Blanker adjustment

· Squelch adjustment

· Direct frequency input

· 'Scratchpad' temporary memories - four of them

· Full memory file with no limit on size (MSExcel file)

· S-meter and display of actual received signal level in dBm

· Scanning between 2 frequencies with variable step size and dwell time

	[image: image1.jpg]



	[image: image2.jpg]





The radio needs to have its serial port set to 9600 baud. Unscrew the bottom cover and have all of the DIL switches in the UP position.
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This simple 3-wire cable is required. The DB25 male connector is for the back of the radio and the DB9 female connector is for the serial comm port on your PC.

	Wiring

	DB25
	=
	DB9
	Function

	pin2
	=
	pin2
	data from RX

	pin3
	=
	pin3
	data from PC

	pin7
	=
	pin5
	Ground
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If you would like to try this program for yourself, please email me.

I will send you the latest version of the install zipped up. Cost is (15 GBpounds) It's about 3.5MB

It should work on all Microsoft operating systems but have only tested Windows XP, Windows95 and Windows98

Click here to get back to the top.
Click here to go to Carl McGowan's home page
http://mysite.wanadoo-members.co.uk/folderb/WJ8712/
len.sparrow@btinternet.com
I have written a control program for the Watkins Johnson

8712 HF receiver, if anyone would like a copy of the

executable then send an email to ME at

len.sparrow at btinternet.com and I will email it to you

as a zipped attachment. I would appreciate any feedback

or comments as to how it may be improved.

Len Sparrow

